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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AI'IL  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
LIto  Chairman  j  Gentlemen 5 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of 
V^idnes  for  I96I  which  taken  overall  compares  favourably  with  previous  years. 

The  birth-rate  was  20.2  per  I3OOO  of  the  population  compared  v^ith  21.2 
per  1,000  for  I96O  and  the  death  rate  14*9  pei*  IjiOOO  as  against  14.3  in  I96O0 
The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  17 *4  and  the  death  rate  12.0. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  which  was  27»7  1,000  live  births,  compared 

with  21.4  pen  IjOOO  for  England  and  Wales,  was  lower  than  for  I96O.  The 
number  of  stillbirths  was  also  reduced  from  29»4  to  26.9  per  1,000  total 
births.  There  was  one  maternal  deaths  the  first  for  four  years. 

Deaths  from  coronary  disease  continue  to  increase  and  there  was  an  in¬ 
crease  over  the  previous  year  in  mortality  from  diseases  of  the  nervous  system 
and  sense  organs.  Deaths  due  to  cancer  were  lower  than  for  i960,  and  below  the 
average  for  the  previous  ten  years.  There  was  a  substantial  reduction  in 
deaths  due  to  accidents. 

The  downward  trend  in  the  case  rate  for  tuberculosis  continues.  Only 
thirteen  new  cases  vrere  notified  dixcing  the  year  compared  with  nineteen  the 
previous  year.  There  were  four  deaths  as  against  tvio  in  i960.  Notifications 
of  other  infectious  diseases  were  also  considerably  lower  than  for  the  previous 
yea,r . 


The  Public  Health  Department,  although  still  functioning  with  an  establish¬ 
ment  well  below  strength  in  Public  Health  Inspectors  had  a  very  busy  year 
being  heavily  committed  with  the  implementation  of  the  Borough  of  Widnes  No.  1 
Smoke  Control  Order.  The  Order  covered  2,979  dwellings  and  97  other  premises 
and  was  to  become  operative  on  1st  November,  I96I.  Due,  however,  to  unforseen 
additional  work  required  on  both  Corporation  and  National  Coal  Board  Houses  it 
was  necessary  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Governiaent  to  a  postponement  of  the  operative  date. 

In  addition  388  dwellinghouses ,  involving  1,622  visits,  v;ere  inspected 
for  housing  defects,  265  inspections  were  made  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act 
and  24  under  the  Factories  Act.  495  samples  of  food  were  taken  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  and  95  chemical  analysis.  Disinfection  and  disin¬ 
festation  services  were  maintained. 

Altogether  441  informal  and  280  statutory  notices  were  served  and  legal 
proceedings  taken  in  30  instances. 

During  the  year  2  clearance  areas  and  8  individual  unfit  houses  were 
represented  for  demolition  and  6  for  closure. 


1. 


In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement  during 
the  yearj  and  also  to  the  officials  of  the  Corporationj  in  particular  to 
Mr.  Do  M,  Griffiths}  for  his  assistance  at  all  times. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  BUl^TniG, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Centre, 
Kingsv\^ay , 
YJidnes  • 


Tel.  No.  Y/idnes  3055 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  Borough  in  acres  •••  •••  •••  . . .  •••  •••  6,1 78 

Population  at  Census,  1 951  •••  . .  . .  48,783 

Population  esthnated,  1  961  . . .  32,630 

Density  of  Population  (i.e#  No*  of  persons  per  acre)  .  8,3 

No.  of  Inliahited  Houses  (l93l  Census)  . .  ...  •••  12,459 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1  96l  according  to  rate  book)  •••  14,707 

Rateable  Value  of  Borough  ...  •••  •••  . .  B331  ,433 

Sum  represented  by  l  d  rate  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  £2,227 


EXTRACTS  EROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  TEAR 

Live  Bii'ths 

Number  -  Ivlales  361  Females  36O  . . .  •••  1,l2i 

Rate  per  1  ,000  population  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  20.2 

Illegitii'.Tate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  •••  •••  3*2 

Stillbirths 

Number  ...  ,,,  . .  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ...  ,,,  3l 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  •••  .  *••  •••  26.9 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  •••  . . .  •••  . . .  1,1 52 

Infant  dea.ths  (deaths  under  1  year)  «•*  . . .  •••  •••  3l 

Infant  mortality  rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1  ,000  total  live  births  •••  •••  •••  27.7 

Legitimte  infant  deaths  per  1  ,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  28,1 

Illegitiiiiate  infant  deaths  per  1  ,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  l8*2 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1  ,000  total 

live  births)  •••  1  8,7 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  v/eek  per  1  ,000  total 

live  births)  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  13«2 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  vireek 

combined  per  1  ,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  ...  ...  •••  •••  41*7 

Liaternal  mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  .  •••  ...  •••  •••  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  0,87 

Deaths 

Nimber  -  Males  297  Females  263  •••  •••  . .  •••  •••  360 

Rate  per  1  ,000  population  -  Crude  •••  •••  •••  . .  •••  l0,6 

Adjusted  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  14»9 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  •••  •••  •••  •••  .  •••  •••  36l 

Death  rate  from  influenza  per  1  ,000  of  the  population  . .  .09 

Death  rate  from  cancer  per  1  ,000  of  the  population  •••  •••  1*83 

Death  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  per  1  ,000  of  the  populaiion  ,07 

Death  rate  from  measles  (all  ages)  •••  . . .  •••  Nil 

Death  rate  from  v/hooping  cough  . .  •••  .  •••  Nil 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  hospitals  etc,  •••  48 


3. 


POHJLAI-ION  - 


The  population  returns  since  i  86l  are  given  helow;- 


Year 

Population 

- , 

Inhabited 

Houses 

Average 
per  house 

1  861 

6,893 

1  ,150 

5.99 

1871 

1 4,359 

2,51 9 

5.66 

1  881 

24,918 

4,994 

5.00 

i89i 

30,011 

5,1  21 

5*86 

1901 

28,580 

5,350 

5.34 

l9il 

31  ,544- 

6,102 

5.1 6 

-1S21 

38,879 

7,437 

5.22 

1S31 

40,619 

8,534 

4.63 

195-1 

48,785 

12,459 

3o9l 

Est.  1961 

52,650 

14,707 

1 

3.79 

The  Registrar  General*  s  estimate  of  the  population  for  the  year  1  96l  T/as 
52,650.  Tliis  is  an  increase  of  84O  over  the  estimated  population  for  i960* 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Totals 

Legitii'iTate  . .  1  ,066 

Illegitimate  •••  *••  55 

Birth-rate  for  England  and  Yfales 


Males 

Females 

531 

535  ) 

(  Birth-rate  *•• 

25  ) 

30 

20.2 

17.4 


ILLEG-ITniATE  BIRTHS  - 

The  percentage  of  births  Y\iiich  were  illegitimate  during  each  of  the  past 
fifteen  years  is  as  foUoTirs;- 


1947  ... 

1954  . 

CM 

• 

per 

cent 

1948  • . . 

1 955  . 

3.3 

per 

cent 

1949  ... 

1956  ...... 

4.0 

per 

cent 

1950  ... 

1957  . 

4.2 

per 

cent 

1 951  . . . 

1958  . 

4.1 

per 

cent 

1952  ... 

1 959  . 

A.  7  per 

cent 

1953  ... 

i960  . 

3.8 

per 

cent 

1  961  . 

5*2  per  cent 

4. 


CAUSES  OF,  AMD  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

CQ 

e 

a 

Under  i  year 

Ill 

S3 

-t 

1 

•V“ 

w 

-t 

v~ 

1 

w 

CM 

1 

LA 

T“ 

w 

0) 

1 

LA 

CM 

w 

0) 

-A" 

VD 

1 

3 

w 

S3 

-t 

I 

A 

VO 

73  years  and 

over 

TuHerculosis  (Respiratory) 

4 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

- 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

Whooioing  Cough 

- 

Meningococcal  infection 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

•• 

mm 

Malignant  Neoplasms  - 

Stomach 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

9 

4 

3 

Lung,  bronchus 

23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

6 

3 

Breast 

9 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Uterus 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

•“ 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

43 

- 

2 

- 

mm 

2 

22 

9 

10 

neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

Diabetes 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

76 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

17 

22 

31 

system 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

93 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

30 

38 

21 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

3 

Other  heart  diseases 

73 

1 

i 

- 

- 

2 

10 

18 

42 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

27 

- 

\ 

» 

- 

- 

1 

6 

6 

14 

Influenza 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

Pneumonia 

27 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

13 

Bronchitis 

32 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

13 

23 

11 

Other  diseases  of  resp«  system 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

1 

-  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

6 

6 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  diseases 

31 

14 

1 

1 

- 

7 

4 

24 

Motor  vehicla  accidents 

6 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

All  other  accidents 

9 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

3 

Suicide 

1 

- 

- 

- 

■  - 

1 

- 

- 

— 

Homicide  and  'War 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Totals ! 

. .  - -- 

360 

31 

- 

3 

4 

3 

26 

H£i 

1 49 

192 

5- 


nSATIiS  FROM  CANCER  IN  AGE  GROUPS  OVEEi  TIiS  PAST  TWELVE  YEARS  AND  RATES  PER 
1  ,000  OP  POPULATION  - 


Year 

A^e  Groups 

Per  1 ,000  total 
population 

1-14 

15-44 

45*"64 

65  & 

over 

All 

^  ...  ages 

Widnes 

England  & 
Wales 

1950 

2 

6 

30 

52.. 

90 

2.00 

1.94 

1951 

2 

13 

36 

37 

88 

1.80 

1  *96 

1952 

1 

11 

43 

48 

103 

2.11 

1.99 

1953 

1 

9 

4'f- 

59 

113 

2.31 

1.99 

1954 

- 

8 

30 

48 

86 

1.74 

2.04 

1955 

7 

40 

59 

1  06 

2.12 

2.06 

1 95^ 

- 

8 

46 

50 

104 

2.08 

2.08 

1957 

1 

4 

45 

55 

105 

2.08 

2.09 

1958 

- 

6 

hQ 

57 

111 

2.19 

2.12 

1959 

2 

6 

32 

42 

82 

1 .60 

2.1 4 

i960 

2 

5 

46 

51 

104 

2.01 

2.1 6 

1 961 

2 

4 

49 

98 

1  .85 

2.16 

1 

LETAILS  OP  CANCER  EEATHS  OVER  THE  PAST  EIGHT  YEARS 


Year 

Site 

Age  Groups 

Rate 

per 

1  ,00c 

pop’n 

Total 

All  ages 

1-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65-74 

75  + 

M 

P 

1954 

Stomach 

_ 

_ 

5 

7 

3 

0.30 

8 

7 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

1 

11 

9 

1 

0.A4 

21 

1 

Other  sites 

— 

7 

14 

15 

13 

1.00 

25 

24 

1955 

Stomach 

— 

1 

6 

8 

3 

0.36 

12 

6 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

- 

15 

16 

2 

0.66 

31 

2 

Other  Sites 

- 

6 

19 

15 

15 

1  .10 

24 

31 

1956 

Stomach 

— 

7 

9 

4 

0.40 

9 

11 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

2 

13 

12 

4 

0.62 

27 

4 

Other  sites 

— 

6 

26 

17 

4 

1 .06 

23 

30 

1957 

Stomach 

— 

7 

8 

3 

0.56 

12 

6 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

- 

14 

12 

4 

0.59 

26 

4 

Other  sites 

1 

4 

17 

24 

11 

1 .13 

31 

26 

1 958 

Stomach 

— 

— 

10 

8 

4 

0.43 

12 

10 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

- 

12 

8 

3 

0.45 

20 

3 

Other  sites 

- 

6 

26 

18 

1 6 

1.30 

26 

40 

1959 

Stomach 

urn 

1 

8 

3 

3 

0.29 

12 

3 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

M* 

7 

7 

1 

0.29 

13 

2 

Other  sites 

2 

5 

17 

9 

19 

1.02 

18 

34 

i960 

Stomach 

— 

6 

8 

3 

0.33 

7 

10 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

3 

22 

8 

2 

0.68 

33 

2 

Other  sites 

2 

2 

18 

2l 

9 

1 .00 

29 

2^ 

1 961 

Stomach 

— 

mm 

9 

4 

5 

0.34 

12 

6 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

- 

14 

6 

3 

0.44 

20 

3 

Other  sites 

2 

4 

26 

13 

12 

1  .08 

2l 

36 

6* 


DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  SYSTEI^'I  - 


The  following  table  shows  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  from 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  v/hich  occurred  in  the  Borough,  together  with 
corresponding  data  for  England  and  Wales. 


f 

Disease 

Widnes 

England  &  Wales 

Influenza 

0.095 

0.153 

Pneumonia 

0.512 

0,650 

Bronchitis 

0.987 

0,679 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0.095 

0.116 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 

0.437 

0.490 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

0.076 

0.065 

i 

DETAILS  OP  DEATHS  DUE  TO  ACCIDENTS  - 

Mortality  resulting  from  accidents  during  I96I  was  considerably  less  than 
for  the  previous  year  and  belov;  the  average  of  the  previous  twelve  years.  Deaths 
as  a  result  of  falls  was  only  half  the  I96I  figure  but  deaths  due  to  road  traffic 
accidents  remained  the  sameo  The  follov^ing  tables  show:- 

(a)  CAUSE  OP  ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS  -  I9  61 


CAUSE 

Under 

1  year 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

1 

1 

15-44 

years 

45-64 

I  years 

1 

65-74 

years 

75  years 

and  over 

All 

!  ages 

Road  traffic  accidents 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

~ 

1 

6 

Palls 

- 

_ 

— 

4 

4 

Occurring  at  work 

- 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

Railway  accidents 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Drowning 

~ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

~ 

1 

Other  accidental  deaths 

1 

— 

- 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

- 

1 

2 

2 

4 

- 

6 

15 

(b)  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OP  ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS  OVER  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 


' 

Year 

All  Causes 

Road  Traffic 

At  Work 

Palls 

1952 

8 

4 

- 

2 

1953 

13 

3 

- 

6 

1954 

19 

5 

2 

8 

1955 

25 

4 

3 

10 

1956 

19 

6 

1 

6 

1957 

14 

4 

2 

4 

1958 

22 

4 

2 

7 

1959 

18 

7 

— 

4 

i960 

25 

6 

3 

8 

1961 

14 

6 

1 

4 

To 


Adjusted  live  "birth-rate  (comparability  factor  0.93)  “  20,2 

Adju.sted  death-rate  (comparability  factor  1  #40)  -  "|4.9 
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The  fclloT/ing  table  su._iiiarises  the  vital  statistic  of  the  Borough: 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  provisional  figures  based  on  the  Registrar  General's 
Qpartarly  Returns  of  birth  and  death  rates j  together  with  case  rates  for  certain 
infectious  diseases  for  England  and  Wales  are  shov/n  together  with  corresponding 
data  in  respect  of  the  Borough  of  Widnes. 


! 

j 

England  &  Wales 

Borough  of 

Widnes 

1 

i 

Rates 

per  1,000 

Rates  per 

1,000 

1 

population 

population 

Births  s 

Live  births 

17.4 

20,2 

(c) 

Stillbirths 

( 

( 

0.33 

18.7  (a) 

(  0.59 
( 26.9 

(a) 

Deaths : 

All  causes 

12,0 

14.9 

(c) 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

0,072 

0,07 

Respiratory 

0.065 

0.07 

Non-re sp ir at ory 

0.007 

Nil 

Cancer  (all  forms 

2,16 

1,85 

Lung  and  bronchus 

0,49 

0.44 

1 

1 

Other  cancer 

1.67 

1,42 

» 

1 

Maternal  mortality  (total) 

0.33  (a) 

0,87 

(a)  1 

Maternal  causes 

(excluding  abortion) 

0.27  (a) 

0.87 

(a)  1 

1 

,  V  i 

Due  to  abortion 

O0O7  (a) 

Nil 

Infant  mortality 

21.4  (b) 

27.7 

(b) 

Neo-natal  mortality 

15.5  (b) 

18,7 

(b) 

! 

Notifications  (Corrected)? 

Typhoid  Fever 

0,002 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.005 

Nil 

} 

i 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.014 

Nil 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

0,433 

0,49 

V/ho oping  Cough 

0,530 

0.44 

Diphtheria 

0.001 

Nil 

i 

Erysipelas 

0.048 

Nil 

! 

1 

Smallpox 

0.000 

Nil 

! 

Measles 

16,522 

9.06 

1 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia 

0.400 

0.07 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.021 

0.04 

i 

Acute  Encephalitis 

0.006 

Nil 

I 

I 

i 

Dysentery 

0,442 

Nil 

I 

i 

I 

j  Pood  Poisoning 

0,170 

j  Nil 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
!  Tuberculosis  - 

0.181 

0.02 

1 

;  Respiratory 

0.416 

0.25 

Meninges  and  C.N.So 

0.004 

Nil 

Other 

0.055 

0.07 

Anthrax 

0.000 

Nil 

* 

1 

Typhus  Fever 

1 

0.000 

Nil 

1 

1 

(a)  Per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  births 

(c)  Adjusted  rate 
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The  follOT-dng  statistics  are  taken  fiom  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  years  1931  9  *1940  and  1951  £^<3.  are  shown 
together  with  comparahle  data  relating  to  the  year  under  review.  Rates 
are  per  1  ,000  of  population  or  as  given. 


1 

1  961 

1 95l 

1 

1 940* 

l93l 

Estiraated  popula.tion 

52,650 

48,750 

k2.,210 

40,608 

Crude  birth  rate 

21  .3 

20.5 

23.84 

19.7 

Illegitimate  births  (percentage  of 

total  live  births) 

5.2 

5.1 

h-.l 

2.1 

Crude  death-rate 

10.6 

11 .4 

1 4.6 

13.1 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths 

561 

445 

389 

255 

Infant  mortality  per  1  ,000  births 

28 

36 

88 

82 

IVIatemal  mortality  per  1  ,000  births 

CO 

* 

.98 

2.97 

3.7 

Deaths  from  -  measles 

Nil 

Nil 

,02 

.22 

diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

.1 4 

.05 

viiooping  cough 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

.15 

scarlet  fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

respiratory  tuberculosis 

•  07 

.41 

.76 

.97 

tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

Nil 

.04 

.19 

.17 

ca.ncer 

1  •85 

1.75 

1 .65 

1 .19 

diseases  of  circulatory 
system 

3.96 

3.69 

2.74 

2.83 

diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

1  .69 

2.36 

3.43 

3.64 

vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

1  *44 

1 .13 

.95 

1.08 

motor  vehicle  accidents 

.13 

.04 

.09 

all  other  accidents 

.17 

.22 

•61 

.42 

J 

Deaths  under  65  years  of  age  -  percentage 

of  total 

39 

43 

i 

62 

65 

♦  Statistical  data  for  1 94l  is  not  available. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  causes  of  deaths  of  infants  during  I96I  are  recorded  in  the  following 
table  and  as  in  previous  years  the  dhief  group  is  one  relating  to  premature 
births*  There  were  31  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  representing  a  rate  of 
27*7  pel'  I5OOO  live  births  which  was  lower  than  for  i960  and  the  average  of  the 
previous  five  years.  The  perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  Sc  deaths  under 
1  week  combined)  also  dropped  from  43o7  fo  41<>7  per  IjOOO  live  and  stillbirths. 


1 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

1 

i 

Under 

1  week 

w 

Ai 

0 

0 

CM 

1 

rH 

2-3  weeks 

w 

0 

1 

rO 

Total 

under 

4  v/eeks 

m 

-p 

sb 

0 

a 

rn 

1 

rH 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total 

under 

1  year 

Prematurity 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

- 

- 

10 

Congenital  malformation 

3 

1 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

6 

Heart  disease 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchiolitis 

— 

- 

“ 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Castro  enteritis 

- 

— 

I 

» 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

f 

i 

4 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

i 

1 

Other  diseases 

3 

— 

— 

3 

- 

- 

— 

- 

3 

Total : 

18 

2 

1  “• 

1 

1 

21 

7 

1 

1 

1 

31 

80  . 
! 

75  j 


70 

65 

60 

55 

50 

45 

40 

35 

30 

25 

20 


.] 


j 


j 


INFANT  MORTALITY 
DEATHS  PER  I5OOO  LIVE  BIRTHS 


\7idnes 

England  and 
Wales 


(M 

ca 


3  4  5 


7  8  ^9 


o 

Lra 

o\ 


2  3  4 


678 


9  o 

crs 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  1  950-&I 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES  - 


One  hundred  and  fifty  six  specimens  'v/^ere  suhinitted  to  the  Rib  lie 
Health  laboratory  for  bacteriological  exajmination  during  1  96-1  •  Of  these, 

23  specimens  were  routine  or  as  a  result  of  notification  and  were  found 
to  be  negative*  Fifty-one  specimens,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  negative, 
were  submitted  in  respect  of  an  examiixition  of  Vfeter  Department  personnel 
to  exclude  possible  carriers  of  para- typhoid*  Eighty  faecal  specimens 
were  also  taken  from  employees  of  a  factory  engaged  in  processing  food 
products  in  an  effort  to  discover  the  source  of  an  outbreak  of  salmonella 
organisms.  Five  of  these  specimens  v/ere  reported  to  be  positive  Salmonella 
Meleagridis  and  one  Salmonella  Taksony* 

FREVAIEi'ICE  OF  COIICROL  OVER  IREECTIOUS  DISEASE  - 
(i)  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year, 


DISEASES 

— 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  * .  . . 

Scarlet  Fever  *,,  ,,,  *,, 

26 

3 

- 

Rra- typhoid  . . 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery  ...  . . . 

— 

- 

- 

Purerperal  I^exia  , , ,  , . . 

1 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia  *••  ,,,  ,,, 

4 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  •••  •••  •••  •«* 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever  **,  ,,*  ,,, 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection  •  •  * 

- 

- 

- 

Measles  •••  •*«  ••• 

477 

1 

mm 

Ihooping  Cough  . 

23 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  •••  *•• 

2 

2 

- 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  • • * 

- 

- 

- 

Pood  Poisoning  . 

- 

— 

- 

Tuberculosis  - 

(a)  Pulmonary  (M 

3 

8 

2 

(f 

8 

4 

2 

(Total 

1 3 

12 

4 

(b)  Non  (M 

2 

Pulmonary  (F 

2 

1 

(Total 

4 

1 

•• 
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(ii)  Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases  in  Age  Groups 


CASES  NOTIFIED 


!  -  -  -  - 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

i 

1  • 
i 

I 

!  Total 

Cases  at 

all  ages 

!  Under  | 

1  year 

1-2  j 

years  | 

i 

3-4  I 

years  | 

5-9 

years 

. 

rH  ra 

1  S 

CD 

0  >3 

rH 

CVJ  CO 

1  cd 
CD 

1 — 1 

25  -  44 

years 

VO  CO 

■  s 

65  years 

and  over 

j  Age  1 

i  Unknown  | 

j 

1  Scarlet  Fever  o.. 

26 

- 

4 

10 

10 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

!  Diphtheria  , . ,  , , , 

_  1 

- 

Measles  . 

477 

31 

136 

136 

L66 

3 

2 

- 

- 

3 

\ 

Whooping  Cough  ••• 

23 

4 

6 

5 

7 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia  ,,, 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  • • • 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  — 

♦ 

« 

Paralytic  . 

2 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Non-paralytic  <>•• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas  . 

I^sentery  ••• 

- 

Paratyphoid  •  • .  •  •  • 

Food  Poisoning  ••• 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

\ 

M 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

- 

F 

8 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Non-Res.  Tuberculosis 

M 

2 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

F 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

 .j 

TOTALS 

550 

36 

_ 

147 

X53 

185 

T 

7 

_ 

4 

4 

2 

5  ! 

li 

OPHTHALML'l  NEONATORUM  - 

There  were  no  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorm  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER  - 

Twenty— six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  preoeeding  five  years  were:  195^  —  5^*  1957  ~  ^4*  1958  -  59* 

1959  -  67*  i960  -  30. 
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1  Unknown 


ACUTE  i\I\TCERIOR  POLIOl'HEIZTIS  - 


The  following  table  shoi7s  details  of  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis 
during  the  past  fourteen  years*  Only  one  of  these  cases  liad  been  inoculated 
against  the  disease  and  this  vjas  very  iiild*  There  v/ere  t\-/o  cases  notified 
during  1 96i  . 


Year 

No*  of 

cases 

No*  of 
deaths 

Year 

No*  of 

cases 

No*  of 
deaths 

I9h3 

2 

1955 

4 

1949 

7 

1 

1956 

8 

- 

1950 

4 

- 

1957 

- 

1 95l 

1 

1958 

3 

i 

1952 

3 

- 

1959 

7 

— 

1953 

2 

- 

i960 

- 

- 

1954 

L  ^ 

1 

l96i 

2 

DIPHTHERIA  - 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  in  the  Borough  during 
the  past  five  years  and  the  incidence  of  the  disease  throughout  the  country 
is  very  low*  Nevertheless  over  20%  of  cases  notified  in  England  and  Wales 
during  i  9^0  proved  fatal* 

The  la?  incidence  of  diphtheria  can  be  maintained  so  long  as  full 
advantage  is  taken  of  the  innunisation  facilities  which  are  provided* 


TUBERCULOSIS  - 

Details  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  durii'ig 
i96l  will  be  found  in  the  follo\7ing  table:- 


. 

NE\7  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 
(Years) 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulrnonary 

M 

F 

M 

P 

M 

P 

• 

M 

P 

Under  1  year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

‘  ^  -  { 

1  4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

5-9 

*1* 

1 

1 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

1 0*-^  14 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  -  19 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  -  24 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

25  -  34 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

35-44 

- 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

mm 

45  -  54 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

55  -  64 

2 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

65  up'>^ds 

- 

1 

mm 

- 

1 

- 

5 

8 

2 

2 

2 

2 

- 

** 

l3 

4 

4 

_  ^ 

- 
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The  foUov/ing  table  gives  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  during  the  past 
thirty  years* 


Annual 

Average 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulraonary  Tuberculosis 

Case  rate  per 

1 ,000  popula¬ 
tion 

Death  rate  per 

1  ,000  popula¬ 
tion 

Case  rate  per 
i  ,000  popula¬ 
tion 

Death  rate  per 

1 ,000  popula¬ 
tion 

1931  -  1933 

1*07 

.81 

.79 

.23 

1936  -  1940 

*88 

•  61 

.38 

.13 

1941  -  1943 

.93 

•67 

.32 

.11 

1 9^p6  -  1 930 

1 .11 

.31 

.39 

.09 

1931  1933 

1 .14 

.23 

.13 

*02 

1 936  1 960 

.49 

.03 

*09 

.01 

1961 

.23 

.07 

.07 

Nil 

There  were  13  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  Zj.  deaths  from  the 
disease  during  the  year  representing  *25  and  *07  per  1  ,000  of  the  population* 
The  figure  for  notifications  compares  favourably  with  1 9  cases  last  year  and 
being  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  the  Borough  confirms  the  dovioiward  trend 
which  has  taken  place  over  the  past  six  years* 

Tuberculosis  is  a  chronic  infectious  disease  and  consequently  any  increase 
or  decrease  in  incidence  has  a  cumulative  effect*  A  continuous  downward  trend 
would  normally  be  expected  to  gradually  accelerate  and  this  is  in  fact  what 
has  happened  if  one  takes  into  account  a  certain  amount  of  distortion  in  annual 
figures  due  to  visits  every  two  years  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit*  The 
reduction  over  the  previous  year  represents  a  fall  of  32^#  Nevertheless  Widnes 
is  not  an  isolated  community  and  consequently  we  may  now  expect  the  dov/nward 
trend  to  become  more  related  to  the  national  figure  which  was  *42  per  ■]  ,000 
of  the  population  for  19^1  ,  (a  fall  of  *04)*  This  means  that  the  virtual 
elimination  of  the  disease  cannot  be  anticipated  for  Widnes  any  sooner  than 
for  the  nation  as  a  whole* 

Pour  cases  of  non-re spiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified;  the  same  number 
as  for  the  previous  year*  Three  were  tuberculosis  of  the  neck  glands  and  the 
other  wia.s  a  hip  infection*  All  v/ere  under  years  of  age. 

The  folla'dng  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  which  have  been  reported 
as  haviiig  recovered  from  the  disease  over  the  past  ten  years 


Year 

Respiratory 

Other  Forms 

1932 

2 

20 

1933 

7 

22 

1934 

20 

22 

1933 

1  6 

8 

1  936 

14 

7 

1957 

1 6 

2 

1958 

12 

6 

1959 

9 

4 

i960 

12 

4 

1961 

4 

16. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OP  THE  DISTRICT 
A  record  of  the  v/'ork  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  as  follows 


HJBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Defects  or  Nuisances:  No.  discovered  •••  •••  •••  833 

No.  abated  •••  •••  . .  ...  993 

No.  of  Notices  served;  Informal  ...  .«•  •••  .••  •••  332 

Statutory  •••  •••  •••  •••  . .  264 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  28 

No.  of  Premises  visited  ...  •••  •••  ...  ...  ...  .••  ••.  388 

No.  of  visits  made  •••  •••  .*•  .  . . 1^622 


Premises  kept  under  observation 

Number  of 
Premises 

r“  '  "  — 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Factories  ...  ...  . . 

o 

CO 

24 

Pood  Premises  ...  ...  . .  ... 

470 

226 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

3 

Premises  from  which  miHc  is  sold  . 

173 

33 

Shops  selling  ice-cream  ,,,  ...  ...  ... 

125 

29 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . .  ... 

4 

30 

Tents  and  Caravans  ...  ,,,  •••  ... 

4 

3 

Visits  to  premises  wiiere  cases  of  infectious 

disease  have  occurred 

4 

3 

No.  of  premises  disinfected  after  case  of 

infectious  disease 

32 

Schools  -  Primary  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

13 

Socondpory  ...  .••  ••• 

6 

Further  Education  ...  ...  ... 

2 

Nursery  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

4 

SpocxciIL  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

3 

CLOSET  ACCa-MODATION  - 

There  are  fifteen  closets  attached  to  privy  middens  but  they  are  situated 
in  the  rural  part  of  the  Borough  where  conversion  is  difficult  ov/ing  to  the 
absence  of  adequate  sowers.  There  are  seven  waste  water  closets  in  existence 
and  it  is  calculated  that  l4j685  houses  are  provided  with  fresh  water  closets. 

REFUSE  REI.10VAL  - 

This  work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Highvrays  Department,  for  vdiich 
purpose  covered  vehicles  are  used.  There  are  fourteen  ashpits  attached  to 
privies;  the  remaining  houses  in  the  Borough  are  provided  v/ith  portable  bins. 

DISINPESTATION  - 

Forty— one  houses  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  ninety-eight  private 
dwellings,  nineteen  other  premises  were  treated  because  of  verminous  infes¬ 
tation.  In  addition  houses  dn  clearance  areas  v/ere  inspected  and  where 
necessary  disinfested  prior  to  tenants*  removal  to  Corporation  houses. 
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ROnENT  CONTROL  - 


T\70  whole-time  rodent  operatives  yioto  eiinployed  by  the  IxDcal  Authority 
and  carried  out  their  \7ork  to  the  formula  of  the  Ministry  of  i\griculture , 
Fisheries  and  Food,  A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  period 
is  appended. 


TIRE  OF  moimTi 

Nbn-Agri  cultural 

Local 

r  - 

Dv/elling 

All  other 

Total  of 

Agri- 

cultur- 

houses 

including 

Cols  (1  ) 
(2)  &  (3) 

al 

Authority 

(Inc,  Coun 

Business  i 

cil  houses) 

Proi':iscs  ^ 

K 

Number  of  properties  in 
District 

38 

14,707 

1,870 

1 6,61 5 

38 

Number  of  properties 

inspected  as  a  result  of  j 
(a)  Notification 

6 

297 

66 

369 

i 

11 

(bj  Survey  under  the  Act 
(c)  0therv7ise  (e,g.  vdien 

4 

mm 

145 

1 49 

38 

visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  -including  reinspec¬ 
tions 

36 

1,072 

688 

1 ,786 

185 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect,  II ) 

Thich  were  found  to  bo 
infested  by 

2 

227 

2 

75 

6 

304 

2 

9 

9m 

4 

70 

mm 

47 

mm 

121 

mm 

Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  (in  Sect,  IV) 
treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

10 

277 

192 

479 

15 

Total  treatments  carried 
out  -  including  retreat¬ 
ments 

10 

297 

192 

499 

121 

Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  1+  of  the 

Act 

! 

(a)  Treatment 

(b  )  Sti’uctural  '^'Torks 

— 

1 

1 

i 

(i,e,  Proofing) 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

I 

i 

Number  of  "Block” 

1 

i 

i 

control  schemes  carried 

... 

\ 

out 

1 

Rodent  control  7/ithin  the  Borough  has  been  efficiently  maintained 
during  the  year.  Sewer  treatments  are  carried  out  systematically  throughout 
the  year  in  conjunction  vd.th  surface  Yrork.  A  substantial  proportion  of 
the  factories  and  agricultural  premises  \7ithin  the  Borough  are  under  contract 
to  the  department  and  the  remainder  are  kept  under  supervision  and  treated 
when  necessary. 
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HOUSING  ACTS  1936-57  - 

The  table  set  out  below  shows  details  of  property  represented  for  demolition 
or  closure  during  I96I . 


'  ”  -  - ■  '  ■"! 

Number  of  houses  dealt  with  I 

i 

PROPERTY 

Individual  Houses 

- T 

Clearance 

Closure 

Demolition 

Areas 

211/213  Hough  Green  Road 

- 

2 

88  St  0  Michaels  Road 

1 

mm 

- 

24  Famworth  Street 

1 

- 

— 

5/23  William  Street  ) 

1/5  and  2/20  Cliff e  Street) 

9  Mersey  View 

1 

23 

37  Lower  Appleton  Road 

1 

278/288  Hale  Road 

6 

- 

1/9  Mersey  View  ) 

17/25  Parsonage  Road) 

10 

5  Edward  Street 

mm 

27  Davies  Street 

I  ...   .  .  .  .   

1 

...... 

— 

- 

TOTAL! 

6 

8 

33 

It  will  be  observed  that  33  houses  in  2  clearance  areas  and  8  individual 
unfit  houses  were  represented  for  demolition  and  6  for  closure  during  196l<> 

During  this  period  5  9^°^^®®  were  demolished  and  I4  houses  were  closed.  The  rate 
of  demolition  and  closure  is  of  course  dependent  to  a  large  extent  on  the 
availability  of  alternative  accommodation  for  persons  displaced. 

New  house  construction  by  the  Local  Authority  during  I96I  was  given  as 
147  houses  and  28  flats. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  during  the 
past  6  years? 


Year 

No.  of  houses 
represented 

Noo  of  houses 
closed 

No.  of  houses 
demolished 

No.  of  Families 
re-housed 

1956 

49 

1 

8 

13 

1957 

123 

7 

51 

51 

1958 

138 

11 

80 

126 

1959 

29 

8 

140 

82 

i960 

303 

9 

34 

43 

1961 

47 

14 

59 

98  j 

i 

The  problem  of  unfit  houses j  that  is  houses  which  are  incapable  of  being 
made  fit  at  reasonable  cost,  remains  one  of  the  chief  concerns  of  the  Public 
Health  Department.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  rapid  clearance  of  the  remaining 
unfit  houses  in  the  Borough  is  essential  if  the  improvement  in  public  health  is 
to  be  maintained. 
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RENT  ACT  1957  - 


This  Act  came  into  effect  on  the  6th  June,  1957?  and-  ‘ttie  following  table 
shows  some  details  of  work  carried  out  hy  the  department  from  that  date  to  the 
end  of  1961 0 


June  1957 
to 

Dec.  1961 

1961 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  received 

484 

12 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  accepted 

476 

11 

Undertakings  accepted  (on  Form  K) 

280 

7 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued 

114 

1 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  cancelled  upon  application 
Applications  for  Certificates  as  to  the  Remedying  of 

36 

3 

j  Defects  (on  Form  O) 1  by  Tenants 

5 

by  Landlords 

4 

2 

Certificates  granted*  to  Tenants 

4 

— 

to  Landlords 

4 

2 

SWIM'IING  BATHS  - 

A  new  swimming  hath  owned  by  the  Corporation,  was  completed  and  opened 
to  the  public  in  September. 

The  water  supply  is  deep  well  from  the  fiJidnes  Corporation  mains  and  is 
treated  with  chlorine,  soda  and  alum.  There  is  continuous  filtration  with  a 
turnover  period  of  three  hours.  Samples  of  the  water  are  taken  from  the  bath 
at  regular  intervals  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  There  were 
no  unsatisfactory  results  from  samples  talcen  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY  - 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and 
quality.  The  results  of  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis 
of  samples  of  the  water  taken  during  the  year  are  as  follows* 


Bacteriological  examinations 

Chemical  analysis 

No. 

taken 

No.  sat¬ 
isfactory 

No. unsat¬ 
isfactory 

No. 

taken 

No.  sat¬ 
isfactory 

No .unsat¬ 
isfactory 

Of  the  Raw  Water 

- 

— 

- 

3 

3 

— 

Of  water  going 
into  supply 
where  treatment 
is  installed 

497 

497 

_ 

10 

10 

. 

- 

All  the  dwell inghouses  in  the  Borough  numbering  14j707  end  an  estimated 
population  of  52 9650  were  supplied  direct  from  public  water  mains. 

SEI'JERAGE  - 

There  is  no  sewerage  works  in  the  Borough  and  an  area  to  the  North  of  the 
Borough  is  not  served  by  a  main  drainage  system.  An  investigation  into  the 
whole  of  the  town’s  sewerage  system  is  in  progress. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1936  - 
Domestic  Smoke  Control 

The  Borough’s  first  Smoke  Control  Order  was  confirmed  hy  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  G-ovemment  early  in  the  yeax.  The  Order  deals  with  an  area 
of  1 ,000  acres,  and  over  3^000  premises# 

Despite  puhlicity  and  the  setting  up  of  an  advisory  service  within  the 
Piiblic  Health  Department,  many  householders  made  little  effort  at  first  to 
adapt  their  applioanoes  or  to  try  the  various  smokeless  fuels* 

Unsatisfactory  appliances  installed  in  Corporation  houses,  many  of  i/'iiich 
T/ere  on  the  approved  list,  have  involved  the  Council  in  v/ork  and  expenditure 
that  Y/as  not  envisaged  at  the  outset# 

The  v/ork  involved  in  "bringing  into  operation  the  Order  in  a  large  area, 
placed  a  great  strain  on  the  inspectorial  staff,  xvhich  \7as  at  that  time  Y/ell 
"below  estahlishnont*  A  great  deal  of  experience  and  kncwledge  v/as  gained^ 
however,  which  ■will  "be  of  value  in  preparing  future  areas# 

J/Iuch  experimental  v/ork  has  been  carried  out  v/ith  various  approved  appli¬ 
ances  the  results  of  which  would  suggest  that  some  of  the  appliances  included 
on  the  list  have  not  been  subjected  to  sufficient  field  tests  under  v/idely 
varying  conditions# 

It  is  considered  that  a  satisfactory  open  fire  appliance  suitable  for 
smoke  control  areas  is  one  that  is,  simple  to  install,  v/ill  operate  under  widely 
varying  conditions  of  draught,  temperature,  stack  height  and  flue  design,  and 
is  yet  relatively  inexpensive* 

EECORDDJGS  - 


The  six  standard  deposit  gauge  and  lead  peroxide  candle  stations  were 
discontinued  during  the  year#  A  volumetric  apparatus  is  in  use  at  the  Health 
Centre  for  recording  the  daily  average  concentration  of  smoke  and  sulphxir 
dioxide  # 


Two  other  instruments  were  installed  at  tv/o  secondary  modern  schools, 
but  these  are  not  considered  to  be  well  sited*  At  the  invitation  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  a  member  of  the  D,S*I.R.,  Stevenage  Laboratory 
staff,  visited  the  tovn  to  advise  on  re-siting  the  instruments# 

The  recordings  obtained  for  the  year  are  as  follows: 


Station 


Health  Centre 


Daily  Average  SOg 
Concentration  of 
McGms/ Cu  #Mtr  # 

269 


Daily  Average  Smoke 
Concentration  of 
McGms/Cu*  Mtr# 

111 


Bankfield  School 
Fairfield  School 


The  instruments  at  these  sites  were  not  in 
operation  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
during  1  96i  for  the  recording  to  be  of  value* 


Assessment  of  the  tv/o  inch  diameter  smoke  stains  is  carried  out  with  a 
Fhoto-electrio  reflectometer#  Throughout  the  year  daily  meteorological 
recordings  are  kept  which  assist  considerably  in  the  investigation  of  complaints 
of  fume  emission* 


"With  the  introduction  of  domestic  smoke  control  and  the  steady  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  industrial  field,  l  96l  v/as  a  year  in  which  very  real  progress 
has  been  made  in  reducing  the  pollution  of  tlie  air  in  the  Borough# 
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AIR  POmJTION  AMD  SMOKE  ABATElvENT 


Industrial; 


The  trend  toi/i/ards  a  reduction  in  snioke  po3-]ution  from  industrial  sources 
has  continued  tliroughout  the  yeax*  A  number  of  industrial  boiler  houses  have 
been  ecaiipped  mth  or  are  in  process  of  changing  to  oil  fired  furnaces*  New 
premises  on  the  Ditton  Industrial  Estate,  which  is  v/ithin  No*  ■]  Smoke  Control 
Area,  hetve  chosen  oil  fired  installations*  In  all  cases  agreement  has  been 
reached  regarding  stack  heights  for  these  installations*  In  the  absence  of 
any  statutory  guidance  the  basis  for  calcula.tirg-,  the  heights  of  these  stacks 
has  been  the  knovvn.  strength  of  the  SOg  source,  and  the  Sutton  cold-gas  formula 
(Beaver  Report  Appendix  6)*  This  in  modified  form  has  been  adopted  in  a  chart 
based  on  the  work  of  the  late  Ivlr*  R*  Williams  of  Coventry,  by  Shell  Mex  and 
B.P*  Ltd*,.  Fuel  Cil  Department. 

As  a  reasonable  and  practical  guide  this  has  proved  acceptable  for  the 
present*  It  is  felt,  hov/ever,  that  requirements  relating  to  chimney  stack 
heights  should  be  uniform  throughout  the  coirntry,  and  official  standards 
should  be  made  available  for  the  guidance  of  local  authorities* 

Industrial  processes  related  to  the  hea.vy  chemical  industry  continue  to 
give  rise  to  complaints  of  nuisance  from  fume  and  odour*  In  this  respect 
the  AEcali  Works  Inspector  for  the  region  has  been  very  helpful  in  investi¬ 
gating  these  complaints*  As  in  previous  years  his  co-operation  is  appreciated 
by  both  tliis  authority  and  the  complainants* 

During  the  year  heavy  emissions  of  grit  from  an  industrial  pcfwer  station 
gave  rise  to  many  complaints  in  one  area  of  the  town*  Work  was  put  in  hamd 
promptly  to  reduce  this  source  of  nuisance,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  effec¬ 
tive  in  lessening  the  cause  for  complaint* 


The  offensive  trades,  particularly  those  dealing  with  slaughterhouse  refuse 
for  manufacture  as  animal  food,  have  given  rise  from  time  to  time  to  complaint 
of  offensive  odours*  The  problems  associated  with  odour  masking  in  this  type 
of  industry'*  are  being  tackled  jointly  by  the  industry  and  the  local  authority* 

In  general,  co-operation  from  the  majority  of  industrial  undertakings 
has  been  good,  but  it  is  considered  tlmt,  as  domestic  smoke  control  progresses, 
residents  will  not  readily  tolerate  industrial  sources  of  pollution*  There  is 
still  much  room  for  improvement  in  the  industrial  sphere. 


There  are  forty-six  major  factories  in  the  Borough,  and  the  nature  of  their 
industries  is  tabulated  below: - 

Heavy  Chemical  (including  Chlorine,  Sulphuric  Acid,  Carbon 

Bisulphide,  Sulphate  Reduction,  Sulphide  etc*) 

Foundries  cl  Smelting  Works  (including  Copper  Smelters) 

Soap 

Asbestos  Cement 
Sawmills 
Oil  Blending 

Insulating  Materials  &  Light  Engineering 
Joinery  I.lanufacturers 
Gelatine,  Animal  Food,  Offensive  Trades 
Fine  Chemicals 
Cement 

Granite  d  Crushed  Stone 
Drum  ivianufacture 
Paper  Bags 
Power  Station 
Fertiliser  Manufacture 
Meal  Mllers 


15 

5 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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(SLUm  SHOWING  MOiJTHLZ  AVERAGES  EROM 
VOLUMETRIC  E'lSTRlB'IENTS  AND  i.IONTHIZ  TOTAL  RAINRALL 


ra 

0 


•3 
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INSPECTION  MD  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 
POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  i955 


LTLLK  SUPPIZ  - 

Since  January,  1  954»  Widnes  has  formed  part  of  a  Specified.  Ai'ea  und.er  the 
Ivlillc  (Special  Designations)  (Specified.  Areas')  No»  3  Order,  1933»  This  means  that 
all  dealers  who  retail  milk  in  the  Borough  must  sell  their  milk  under  special 
designation. 

The  kllk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  i960,  made  changes  in  licensing 
procedure#  These  changes  were  designed  primarily  to  reduce  the  amount  of  routine 
work  involved  in  the  administration  of  the  regulations#  As  a  result  a  dealer’s 
licence  no  longer  restricts  sales  to  the  area  of  the  licensing  authority#  A  new 
form  of  licence,  the  dealer’s  (pre-packed  milk)  licence  was  introduced  which 
authorises,  in  a  single  form  of  licence,  the  use  of  any  or  all  of  the  appropriate 
special  designations  where  the  milk  is  obtained  by  the  licensed  dealer  pre-packed, 
or  is  pasteurised  or  sterilised  by  the  dealer  in  accordance  v/ith  a  dealer’s 
(pasteuriser’s)  or  (steriliser’s)  licence#  Provision  is  also  made  for  dealer’s 
licences  issued  on  or  after  1 st  January,  i  96i  to  be  valid  for  five  years  from 
that  date#  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  change  in  licensing  procedure  does 
reduce  considerably  the  amount  of  routine  v/ork  involved  without  reducing  in  a.ny 
way  the  degree,  of  supervision  of  dealer’s  premises#  Di:iring  the  year  pre-packed 
milk  licences  were  issued  as  follows 


Por  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk  only  1  04 
Por  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  only  i 
Por  the  sale  of  pasteui'ised  &  sterilised  milk  41 
Por  the  sale  of  pasteurised  and  tuberculin  tested  milk  -1 
Pa.''  the  sale  of  pasteurised,  sterilised  and  tuberculin 

tested  milk  26 


In  addition  to  the  above  one  Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  Licence  and  one 
(Tuberculin  Tested)  Licence  were  issued.  The  total  number  of  milk  dealers 
tered  at  the  end  of  the  year  v/as  1  73* 

Eighty  seven  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Laboratory  for  examination  under  the  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  tests  and  one 
sample  of  sterilised  milk  for  the  Turbidity  test#  These  w/ith  the  exception  of  one 
sample  of  pasteurised  milk  wrhich  failed  the  methylene  blue  test  and  three  which 
failed  the  phosphatase  test,  wrere  reported  to  be  satisfactory# 

Sixty  four  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  during  the 
year#  Of  these,  five  were  deficient  in  solids  other  than  milk  fat,  two  were 
slightly  deficient  in  fat,  and  one  v/hich  was  the  subject  of  a  prosecution  waa 
found  to  contain  a  foreign  substance# 


Dealer ’ s 
regis- 

Health 


ICE  CREAIvI 


One  hundred  and  twenty-five  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream# 
Forty-three  inspections  of  shops  and  vehicles  were  made  and  three  notices  were 
served  in  respect  of  contraventions  found.  Five  iced  lolly  samples  were  taken 
for  analysis  and  reported  to  be  genuine,  although  two  of  them  were  not  labelled 
strictly  in  accordance  mth  the  Labelling  of  Pood  Order# 

OTHER  POODS  - 

Thirty-one  samples  of  food  other  than  milk  were  taken  for  analysis  and  with 
ty/o  exceptions  were  reported  to  be  genuine#  One  sample  of  sausage  contained 
undoclared  preservatives,  and  a  sample  of  orange  juice  was  only  iO^  genuine# 

INSPECTIONS  - 

Duiing  the  year  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  226  inspections  of  pronises 
where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold  and  39  inspections  of  street  trading  and 
food  delivery  vehicles#  Sixty-five  informal  and  foior  formal  notices  were  served 
and  complied  with# 
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EROSECUTIONS  - 


In  no  case  of  contraventions  discovered  as  a  result  of  routine  sampling  of 
food  ^Yas  prosecution  considered  to  be  necessary  but  Wo  prosecutions  were  taken 
under  Section  2  of  the  Act  as  a  result  of  complaints  made  by  consumers*  Fines 
of  £3  3J^d  £1  0  Y^ere  obtained, 

DEBJTY  HIBLIC  ANALYST  - 

Approval  has  been  given  by  the  Mnister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
to  the  appointment  of  lilr,  Ronald  Sinar,  B,  Pharm,  B.Sc,,  F.P.S,,  F.R.I.C,,  of 
Flag  Lane,  Warrington,  as  Deputy  Rib  lie  Analyst  for  the  Borough,  The  appointment 
to  take  effect  from  ^rd  Iv'Iarch,  i  9^1  • 

SAHvIONELLA  OUTBREAK  - 

Early  in  the  year  gelatine  sampled  by  another  local  authority  was  found  to 
contain  Salmonella  Meliagrides  and  was  traced  to  the  manufacturers  in  h'idnes. 

Upon  receipt  of  notification  of  the  infected  sample  a  full  scale  investigation 
was  carried  out  and  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  areas  to  v/hich  other  consign¬ 
ments  could  be  traced  were  asked  to  take  samples. 

The  investigation  v/as  carried  out  over  a  period  of  six  months  during  which 
time  485  samples  and  specimens  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  samples  v/ere  of  the  product  at  various  stages  of  the  process, 
the  raw  materials,  scrapings  taken  from  the  Y/alls  and  roof  of  the  factory,  and 
of  v^ater  used  in  the  process.  Faecal  specimens  were  also  taken  from  employees 
in  an  effort  to  eliminate  carriers.  At  the  same  time,  the  firm  concerned  went 
to  very  considerable  lengths  in  an  endeavour  to  eliminate  the  source  of  infection. 
These  efforts  were  eventually  successful  vd-thout  revealing  any  conclusive  evidence 
as  to  the  cause  of  the  infection. 

Prior  to  the  discoveiy  of  the  outbreak  2  full  scale  inspections  of  this 
factory  had  been  carried  out  by  members  of  my  department  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Factories,  Public  Health  and  Food  &  Drugs  Act  and  seventeen  points  were 
listed  for  the  attention  of  the  management,  mainly  in  the  interests  of  food 
hygiene , 

EGG  ALBUlvCEN  - 

Sampling  of  this  product  after  heat  treatment  was  carried  out  during  the 
year.  Seventeen  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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UNSOUND  POOD  - 

The  following  unwholesome  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the  year:- 


i 

Pood 

lbs  * 

ozs « 

Pints 

Articles 

Evaporated  Milk 

- 

- 

11 

— 

Tinned  Pruit 

118 

10 

- 

- 

Tinned  Vegetables 

33 

2 

- 

— 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

10 

5 

- 

— 

Minced  Beef 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Soup 

6 

5 

— 

— 

Beef  Kidney 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Tinned  Steak 

16 

9 

— 

- 

Corned  Beef 

49 

14 

- 

- 

Luncheon  Meat 

23 

1 

— 

- 

Cooked  Ham 

295 

1 

- 

- 

Veal 

12 

- 

- 

- 

Tongue 

14 

10 

- 

- 

Baked  Beans 

11 

1 

- 

- 

Tinned  Salmon 

1 

lOi 

- 

- 

Cured  Pork  Shoulder 

111 

5 

- 

Chuck  Steak 

158 

- 

— 

- 

Roast  Pork 

3 

8 

— 

- 

Chicken 

33 

8i 

Chopped  Pork 

259 

6 

- 

— 

Lamb  Chops 

I5i 

- 

- 

Turkey 

45 

— 

- 

— 

Rav/  Ham 

10 

11 

- 

- 

Pruit  Juice 

9 

15 

-- 

— 

Dried  Milk  Powder 

48 

- 

— 

- 

Jam  etc* 

8 

7 

- 

— 

Spaghetti 

3 

— 

— 

- 

Cream 

6 

- 

— 

— 

Tinned  Steak  &  Veg* 

1 

15 

— 

— 

Pish  Pillets 

7 

— 

- 

Mushrooms 

1 

— 

— 

Sardines 

1 

— 

Orange  Crush 

— 

-• 

1 

— 

Tinned  Milk  Pudding 

4 

15 

— 

- 

Condensed  Milk 

J-4 

Tinned  Olives 

— 

Hi 

— 

- 

Tinned  Smoked  Herring 

- 

12 

- 

- 

Suet 

pi 

— 

— 

Meat  Paste 

2 

— 

- 

Lemon  Mallows 

— 

- 

- 

526 

Coconut  Mallows 

51 

- 

- 

Mallow  Creams 

1 

- 

— 

72  pktso 

I 

26* 


POOD  SAi'LPLDJG  - 


The  follov/ing  statement  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955j  "tiie  results  of  the  analysis.. 


Sample  of 

No.  of 
Samples 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Remarks 

Milk 

1 

64 

61 

3 

2  samples  were 
slightly  deficient 
in  fat. 

1  sample  con¬ 
tained  a  foreign 
substance • 

Minced  Beef 

1 

1 

— 

Beef  Sausage 

3 

2 

1 

Contained  un¬ 
declared  preser¬ 
vatives 

Jelly 

1 

1 

— 

Tea 

1 

1 

- 

Essence  of  Anchovies 

1 

1 

mmm 

Marzipan 

1 

1 

Salmon  Paste 

1 

1 

- 

Pork  Sausage 

1 

1 

- 

Potted  Salmon 

1 

1 

— 

Jam 

1 

1 

— 

Apricots 

1 

1 

— 

Cabbage 

1 

1 

Cauliflower 

1 

1 

Tomatoes 

1 

1 

- 

Ice  Lolly 

5 

4 

1 

One  sample  not 
labelled  strictly 
to  requirements 
of  Labelling  of 
Food  Order 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

1 

— 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

1 

Beef  Suet 

1 

1 

- 

Gin 

1 

1 

— 

Whisky 

4 

4 

— 

Orange  Juice 

1 

■ 

1 

Sample  contained 
only  10^  orange 
juice 

Butter 

1 

1 

_ 1 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1,  INSPECTIONS  - 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2, 
3,  4  &  6  are  to  he  enforced 
hy  Local  Authorities 

5 

1 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
hy  the  Local  Authority 

162 

15 

1 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  hy  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

13 

8 

3 

— 

TOTAL 

1 

180 

24 

4 

2«  CASES  IN  MICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND  - 


No.  of  cases 

were 

in  Vii'hich  defects 
found 

No.  of 
cases  in 

Vi/hich 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

prosecu- 
tions 
were  in¬ 
stituted 

Pound 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (3.2) 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(Sc6) 

mmm 

Sanitary  conveniences  (3.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

4 

4 

(h)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  outv/ork) 

— 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

_ 

_ 

3o  OUTWORK  ~ 

During  the  year  notification  was  received  of  one  outworker  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  wearing  apparel e 
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